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An ordinary meeting of the Lower Heyford Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on Thursday 
15th March 2007 starting at 7.00pm 
 
Present: 
 Mr  Alan Humberstone   (Chairman) 

 Mrs Denise Ball 
 Mrs Robin Hepworth 
 Mr Peter John 
 Cllr James Macnamara (CDC) (from Min 129.4) 
 

   Mr   Roger     Bowen              (Clerk) 
 
  Cllr Tim Hallchurch (OCC) (from Mins 126.2 to 126.4) 
 
  2 members of the public 
 
117. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE The Clerk advised of apologies received from Cllr Dick 

Makepeace (CDC). 
 
118.   MINUTES The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18Jan07 were agreed and signed 

by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
119.   MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES It was agreed that all matters arising had 

been included in the Agenda (and have been indicated by shading). 
 
120.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST Declarations were recorded as follows – see also decla-

ration at Min 130.1 below: 
 a) DB 
 i) Min 130.1 – personal – registered interest of being the Council’s representative on the 

VHMC 
 ii) Min 132.5 – personal – residence within earshot of alleged noise nuisance 
 iii) Min 133.1 – personal – proximity of residence to planning issues site member of PCC 
 iv) Min 135.1 – personal – Member of PCC 
 b)  JM – Min 133.5 – personal and prejudicial – trees in question in neighbouring garden 

(noted that declaration made in circulation) 
 
121. MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL It was noted that 2 vacancies had arisen as follows 

and the Council confirmed that pursuant to the resolution at Min104.1 they would not be 
filled by co-option 

 a) Graham Moore-20Jan07-failure to attend a meeting within 6 consecutive months [LGA 
1972 s.85(1)] – see Min 116a – The Meeting noted that the Clerk had duly written to Mr 
Moore thanking him for his past services and also received a message from him conveying 
best wishes to the Members. 

 b) Michael Rodgers-25Jan07-resignation – The Meeting received the letter of resignation 
together with the Clerk’s background report from which it was seen that the resignation had 
been provoked by his criticism of the manner in which the Council had dealt with the mat-
ter of complaints concerning the degradation of the highway verge outside his house (see 
Min 101.4 and Min 126.5 below). It was noted that the Clerk had acknowledged the resig-
nation and the Council felt that it did not wish to enter into further correspondence. 
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122. PARISH MEETING 22FEB07 The Council received the Minutes for information; noted 
the attendance of a total of 17 electors (including the Chairman, RH, PJ and the Clerk), 3 
other residents and 2 visitors (Rousham PM) and that the subject issue (replacement of the 
Station Road Railway Bridge) was to be dealt with at Min 126.1b below. 

 
123. ENVIRONMENT 
123.1 Parish Map-Financial Report (Phases 1+2) The Clerk reported that the current deficit was 

£385.04 
123.2 Valley News-‘Sub-editors’ to pursue actively the provision of copy to the Editor 
 a) Lower Heyford – It was noted there had been no response to the request in the Parish 

News for a volunteer and the Chairman undertook to approach candidates suggested as 
possibilities 

 b) Caulcott – It was noted that Denise Ball had agreed to fulfil this function. 
123.3 Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) The Meeting received a request for the 

Council to take out membership @ £35.75 per annum or to make a donation and resolved 
against either course. 

123.4 CDC-Recreation Strategy for Cherwell 2007/12 – see Min 51.3 – The Meeting received an 
invitation to attend any of a number of scheduled action planning workshops and resolved 
against participation. 

123.5 BT Public Telephone Kiosk, Heyford Station-change from cash payphone to cashless – see 
Min 7.4a – It was noted that the conversion had duly taken place. 

 
124. PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
124.1 Heyford Station enhancements scheme 
 a)  OCC/FGWL (except (i) below)–original scheme as set out at Min 117.1/05-

implementation – The Clerk advised of progress, where applicable, with the measures re-
maining outstanding (see also (b) below) as follows: 

 i) BW/CDC-Notice-boards (Heyfords Circular Walk information)-matching style BW and 
LHPC notice-boards on canal towpath – see Min 128.1 below 

 ii) Seating-cast iron benches with wooden slats-1 awaited for southbound platform – still 
on order 

 iii) Display cases for FGW notices – still on order and will also incorporate the accommo-
dation of a new style of timetable 

 iv) Station signage – see Min 34.2a(iii) – FGW ‘Welcome to Heyford’ (by car park phone 
kiosk) poster – has been replaced by updated version 

 b) Other OCC projects either with FGW or through the Oxfordshire Canal Partnership – 
The Clerk advised of developments in this respect as follows and pointed out OCC had in-
dicated that they considered all further enhancements being introduced to be an integral 
part of the overall scheme: 

 i) Embankment planting – Council asked to maintain thereafter, which the Clerk advised 
he would be happy to take on along with his agreed (see Min 95.2b(i)/05) maintenance of 
the planters  

 ii) FGW-Customer information/CCTV – not in fact agreed, only the survey, and FGW will 
make a decision at the end of the year 

 iii) Oxford Canal Line (see Min 78.1v) branding – to be added to Station signage 
 c) Heritage lighting-agreed notification to OCC that the Council has no inherent interest in 

replacement lighting other than heritage – The Meeting received and noted the Clerk’s 
email to OCC in this respect and that there had been no response 
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 d) Highway direction signage-Hopcroft’s Holt crossroads – It was noted that a total recon-
figuration of signage at the junction has resulted in the following additions: 

 i) The Heyfords – double-sided at crossroads and single on approach from south 
 ii) Heyford Station (‘station’ depicted by standard white on red double arrow symbol) –

double-sided at crossroads and single on approach from north 
 iii) Heyford Wharf (brown tourist-with boating and eating symbols) – double-sided at 

crossroads and single on approach from north 
124.2 CRUG (Heyford/Tackley faction)-FGW issues 
 a) Rail/bus ticket interavailability – It was noted that FGW had confirmed that the matter 

will be dealt with by a new Integration Manager to start soon 
 b) Loudspeaker announcements-now too quiet and request made by Station users for vol-

ume to be turned up again – The Clerk advised that in response to his message expressing 
concern that the volume should not be increased to the extent that neighbour complaints re-
curred, a reply had been received from FGW asking for the Council’s formal view which 
he had notified to the effect that the Council would be happy if the volume was left as it is, 
but acknowledged that passengers were asking for the volume to be increased, in which 
case any increase should be modest. The Clerk also advised that no further reply had been 
received and that there had been no change to the volume level 

 c) Sunday Train Service 2007 – It was noted that the dates of operation are to be from 
20May to 09Sep and the Clerk advised that a Rover ticket allowing travel through all points 
between Reading and Banbury was to be introduced 

124.3 Tackley Parish Meeting-Local Train Services – see Min 98.3d – It was noted that this had 
not been a CRUG meeting as previously indicated and the Clerk, who had attended, re-
ported on a meeting chaired by David Campbell (MP for Tackley) focussed on Tackley 
Station and whilst many of the Tackley issues were common with Heyford’s, such as Lon-
don commuter discontent, CCTV and Sunday trains, there had been nothing new to report. 

 
125. FINANCE 
125.1   Cheque Payments These were duly authorised as follows: 
 a) Interdirect Ltd (t/a DotGovDomains) £ 176.25 
 Annual domain name registration renewal £150.00 + VAT £26.25 
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 b) Cherwell District Council £ 79.98 
 Dog litter bin emptying –Oct06 to Mar07 
 2 bins x 26 weeks @£1.19 = £61.88+10% admin = £6.19+VAT £11.91 
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 c) LHVMC  £ 49.74 
 Hires 18Jan07 £8.25 + 22Feb07 (APM) £3.25 
 + adopt-a-site (recycling) payment Oct/Dec06 £38.24 
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125.2 Financial Statement Jan/Feb07 This was presented by the Clerk showing balances as Cur-
rent £109.39, Deposit £3,617.39 and Lennard Trust (deposit) £711.30 and was approved. 

125.3 Budget Progress Statement to 15Mar07 This was presented by the Clerk showing an avail-
able reconciled balance of £3,644.97 (including VAT refunds due £46.41) and was ap-
proved. 

125.4 Appointment of External Auditor It was noted that the Audit Commission had reappointed 
BDO Stoy Hayward for financial year 2006/7, following expiry of the initial 5 year (2001/2 
to 2005/6) agreement and pending a forthcoming competitive tender exercise. 
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126. HIGHWAYS 
126.1 Station Road Rail Bridge 
 a) Temporary weight restriction 
 i) Contravention 
 aa) Council’s surveillance exercise (east side of bridge) 21Nov06-update – It was noted 2 

cases were scheduled to be prosecuted at Bicester Magistrates Court on 28Mar07 and that 
the Clerk was aware of 1 other in respect of which a written warning has been given 

 bb) Police – cf Min 76.7a(i)/05 – It was noted that 1 fixed penalty ticket (£30) had been is-
sued 

 ii) Extension of validity from 12Mar07 for 18 months – see Min 53.12/05 – It was noted 
that the Order also gave advance warning of the following temporary measures to apply at 
the time of the bridge reconstruction works (see (b) below): 

 aa) Road closure 
 bb) No waiting restrictions 
 b) Parish Meeting 22Feb07-Network Rail/OCC-Replacement Project Plans-presentation  
 i)  Speakers – It was noted that these had been Andy Milne, Project Manager with Tom 

Green, Scheme Project Manager (NR) and Peter Brown, Bridges Group Manager (OCC) 
 ii) Proceedings – The Council noted the details of the NR presentation and the questions 

from the floor from the Minutes of the meeting (see Min 122. above) as shown below: 
 aa) The Works 
 aa1)Responsibility – to be carried out by Network Rail and jointly funded by NR/OCC 
 aa2)The new bridge – design primarily driven by function and some amendments made to 

satisfy the wishes of Cherwell District Council planners; new substructures needed which 
will be built next to the existing and parapets to be blue to match the station footbridge (see 
also (bb2) below) 

 aa3)Programme of work Nov 2007 to Mar 2008 – construction of temporary foot-
bridge/related diversion of services; demolition of bridge deck; construction of new bridge 
supports and emplacement of new bridge deck 

 aa4)Enabling works to be carried out November to December 2007 – footbridge installation; 
service diversions and platform works 

 aa5)Concluding works to March 2008 – reconstruction of road over new rail bridge and re-
furbishment of canal span 

 aa6)Effects – railway closed Sundays 6th and 13th January (both 30 hours in all); no other 
effect on train services (though no Sunday services from Heyford in the winter); during ser-
vice diversions old bridge to be controlled by traffic lights; pedestrian access to be main-
tained across the bridge at all times by temporary footbridge; alternative parking facilities 
to be provided on both sides of the bridge for station users; Station Yard (former Trackway 
site) to accommodate a works compound; large crane to be in use during the demolition 
and for landing the new bridge beams; diversion route via Enslow to be signed (no doubt 
local people will use the route via Somerton); alternatives for bus services affected (mini-
mal) will be provided and the road will be closed from January to March 2008 

 bb) Questions  
 bb1)Height – new bridge only some 100mm (4 inches) higher, but would accommodate all 

current rail traffic, unless the line should be electrified, in which case the design incorpo-
rated the facility for it to be jacked up 

 bb2)Colour – There was support for this being holly green rather than blue [see (aa2)] above) 
and the Network Rail representatives agreed that a change of colour was a possibility – 
Here the Council considered this issue and whilst the Clerk advised that a change from 
blue to green was not universally popular and suggested a poll to be conducted through 
the Parish News, the Council resolved to support the change 
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 bb3)Pupils attending schools in Tackley and Steeple Aston – the OCC representative agreed 
to investigate the possibility of making some arrangements, though it had been acknowl-
edged that OCC school transport to the village’s catchment area primary school in Fritwell 
was not affected 

 bb4)New road in comparison to existing – confirmed was planned to be as existing 
 bb5)Canal traffic and towpath access – confirmed that no closures in this respect had been 

sought 
 bb6)Temporary bridge planned for the southside – Network Rail agreed to investigate any 

possibility of moving this to the northside 
 bb7)Cyclists – confirmed that they would be able to use the temporary footbridge 
 bb8)Current temporary weight limit – confirmed that this would be lifted when new bridge 

was brought into operation 
 bb9)Works in vicinity – OCC agreed to investigate the possibility of some needed works be-

ing carried out whilst the bridge works were in progress 
 bb10)Low level lighting on bridge parapet to illuminate the footway across – OCC advised 

that they would not be prepared to undertake this 
 bb11)Width of footway across bridge – OCC agreed to investigate what would be minimal 

opportunities to widen this 
 bb12))Night work – confirmed there would be some in November and that the new bridge 

emplacement would take place overnight 
 cc) Future liaison – Network Rail suggested in conclusion that a further such Parish Meet-

ing might be held as the preparatory work progresses. 
126.2 TVP-Station Road-speeding The Clerk advised that so far as he was aware the reporting of 

this issue to the Police by the OCC Trading Standards Enforcement Officer had not been 
acted upon and his contact with the Beat Officer 2 months ago had only elicited the infor-
mation that the speed gun was away for its annual calibration check. Consequently, the 
Meeting agreed to his suggestion that he should attempt to arrange a further enforcement 
exercise (see Min 123.3b(ii)(B)/03) with the Police Traffic Division at Bicester. 

126.3 Greenway (by Number 60)-narrow edge strip for crumbling side of carriageway 
 a) Non-response to Clerk’s emails to OCC asking for news of installation referred to Cllr 

David Robertson, OCC Cabinet Member for Transport – It was noted that Cllr Robertson 
referred the complaint to Area Engineer, Ralph Grant, who had conveyed apologies for the 
circumstances in that the member of staff addressed was no longer employed by OCC and 
the auto-reply which should have conveyed this information had failed to activate. 

 b) Works – It was noted that DB had met with an OCC Highway’s Technician to discuss 
the details of the works and that the job had been duly carried out that day. 

126.4 Greenway-verge opposite Shirestone Cottage It was noted that DB (see Min 126.3b above) 
had drawn the attention of OCC to the degraded condition of the verge opposite to Shire-
stone Cottage caused by parking, and the Meeting received messages from OCC outlining 
proposals to level and roll the area, as well as asking for the verge to be maintained to a de-
cent standard thereafter, and from the householder concerned agreeing to be responsible for 
future maintenance, which the Council considered to be a satisfactory conclusion. 

126.5 Station Road-degradation of verge outside Manor Farmhouse It was noted that the car 
which had caused the damage was no longer being parked on the verge and accordingly 
agreed that the question of verge posting need not be considered at this time. The Council 
also agreed to endorse the notification to Dr Rodgers that his restoration of the verge is not 
a Council requirement, in respect of which he had already been advised that with the bene-
fit of a raking over it should recover by itself. 

126.6 Station Road-surface water flooding affecting the Boatyard It was noted that OCC had car-
ried out extensive gulley cleansing work in the area, which had effectively solved the prob-
lem at this time. 
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126.7 Long Bridge-weeds – see Min 68b – It was noted that OCC had cleared these from the 
footway, gutter and bottom of the northside bridge parapet of its own volition. 

126.8 Jubilee Oak, Market Square-raising of canopy/clearing out crown – see Mins 75.4 and 99.2 
– It was noted that the work had been duly carried out. 

126.9 B4030/Port Way crossroads-flood in south east corner caused by silted drainage grid –cf 
Min 75.2 – It was noted that in response to the Clerk’s report, OCC had cleared the silting 
which had duly relieved the flood. 

126.10 OCC (hosted by CDC)-Village Traffic Calming-Portable Speed Indicator Signage demon-
stration-13Mar07 It was noted that the Clerk had attended the event and he prefaced his re-
port by reminding the Meeting that the Council’s hopes for future traffic calming rested 
largely upon provision by the NOC (see Min 35.10a(v)/03) in conjunction with their 
awaited revised planning application for the development of the former RAF Upper Hey-
ford: 

 a) Portable Speed Indicator – The Clerk reported as follows: 
 i) Basic details – battery powered; activation speed adjustable; display consists of illumi-

nated speed limit (adjustable) in centre with flashing lights around 
 ii) Proposal for parishes – parish to pay cost of installing a ground screw to hold the device 

estimated at £300/£400; more than 1 location permitted, but obviously a ground screw will 
be needed for each; device to circulate around the participants with the length of time to be 
held and the frequency of return to depend on the number of parishes subscribing 

 b) CDC role – intending to purchase 4 which will be operated by OCC within Cherwell 
 c) Review of Cherwell Speed Limit Project (see Min 10.3/03) – The Clerk advised that 

OCC had warned that when this was undertaken it was expected that some limits reduced 
from 30mph to 40mph would be changed back again. 

 
127. RIGHTS OF WAY 
127.1 OCC-Community Rights of Way Improvement Fund (RWIP)-proposed works to improve 

access to FP 11 (steps in bank with metal handrail) It was noted that OCC had approved 
the change from a wooden handrail to metal. 

127.2 Footpath 3 (Brook House, South Street, Caulcott to B4030) It was noted that OCC was in-
vestigating obstruction of the definitive line of the footpath by scaffolding (in connection 
with work to The Bakehouse) at the South Street end. 

127.3 Footpath 7 (Church Lane to Manor Farm House) It was noted that a collapsing section of 
wall on the southside of the passageway between the Manor Barns and Heyford Manor had 
been reported as dangerous by a parishioner and the Clerk advised that OCC had effected a 
temporary closure for a maximum period of 21 days wef 12Mar07, though in fact the repair 
had been largely undertaken the previous day. 

 
128. PROPERTY 
128.1 Canalside notice-board- replacement by pole mounted to match a new BW board adjacent 

at CDC expense-installation The Meeting received from CDC and formally approved a de-
piction of the art work (LHPC name heading in white on a dark green (see Min 55.2a) 
background) and noted BW had confirmed they would install both boards together and that 
their action in this respect was awaited. 

 
129. ADMINISTRATION 
129.1 Quality Parish Council scheme application 
 a) Preparatory meeting with OALC – It was noted that this had to be deferred due to the 

hospitalisation of Secretary, Brian Spragg and the Clerk advised Mr Spragg was expected 
to be back in the office at the end of March 



 1067 

 b) Outstanding issues: 
 i) Website – It was noted Graham Wilson had kindly agreed to take over the project, and 

that: 
 aa) Access to www.lowerheyford-pc.gov.uk to delete current and build anew – this should 

not present a problem as the password is known and the Clerk is the named contact 
 bb) Temporary site – in the meantime (see (aa) above) the substantial progress to date could 

be viewed at www.lowerheyfordpc.freeuk.com 
 cc) List of Members and Clerk with contact details – this information is on the temporary 

site (see (bb) above) in satisfaction of the QPC requirement (see Min 57.1) 
 dd) Delegation – in response to the Clerk’s verbal report it was agreed to delegate decisions 

in respect of any additions or other changes to the agreed specifications (see Min 115.1/04) 
to him pending the Council’s opportunity to view. 

 ii) Information leaflet for residents – see Min 35.2b(iv) – The Meeting received the Clerk’s 
notes with a preliminary draft and resolved that the problem of the contained information 
becoming out of date would be addressed in the short-term by amendments in the Parish 
News and periodic re-issue in the long-term. 

129.2 DCLG-Strong and Prosperous Communities-Local Government White Paper – see Min 
111.1a(ii) 

 a) Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill – It was noted that the Bill had 
incorporated the implementation of a number of the proposals including: 

 i) LGA 1972, s. 137-power of well-being (effectively relaxing existing constraints) to be 
extended to Quality Parish Councils (see Min 79.3a) 

 ii)  Byelaws–removal of Secretary of State’s powers (ie SoS’s confirmation requirement) 
(see Min 79.3b) 

 iii) Alternative name designation–option of changing from ‘parish’ to ‘community’ ‘vil-
lage’ or ‘neighbourhood’ council (see Min 79.3c) 

 iv) Appointed councillors (additional to elected and co-opted and over and above the allot-
ted number of seats-guidance awaited) 

 b) Commission on the Role of Local Councillors – It was noted that this had been insti-
tuted and will report its recommendations in Nov07 

129.3 Parish Councillors’ Guide-19th edition It was agreed to purchase a copy from Shaw and 
Sons Ltd at a postage free cost of £14.50. 

129.4 DCLG-Amendments to Model Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members-consultation 
– see Min 128.5/04 – It was noted that the Clerk had registered the Council’s concern about 
the revised definition of ‘personal interest’ wherein this would apply where a Member’s in-
terest is greater than that of the majority of the inhabitants of the Par ish, which would dis-
advantage Member’s living in Caulcott with regard to Caulcott issues. 

129.5 Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Act 2006 It was noted that this empowers local 
councils to encourage or promote energy-saving measures, though any related expenditure 
must come out of the s.137 ‘free resource’ allowance. 

129.6 Parish News 
 a) Complaints about coverage concerning Corpus Christi College in Issue 70 (Dec06) from 

Land Agent, Charles Campion – The Meeting received these together with the Clerks re-
sponses as shown which were endorsed and it was considered that no further action need be 
taken 

 i) Jubilee Oak – see Min 75.4 – in précis of Minutes report that College had agreed to 
carry out work ‘though had not acknowledged ownership of tree’ construed as ‘thoroughly 
negative’ – informed that Council did not consider that the College should have acknowl-
edged ownership and did appreciate the gesture, (which gratitude had been expressed in 
the February edition) 
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 ii) Village Hall – exception taken to insinuation that he was ‘prodded’ into action in that it 
was he and not the VHMC’s solicitor who had made the contact and indeed advising that 
there had been no action as he was unaware of the monetary offer from the Trustees to re-
lease the covenant, which he was still awaiting – acknowledged that may have been mis-
lead into thinking that Trustees’  solicitor had taken initiative, with considerable concern 
that he was unaware of the offer which had been made (see Min 130.1 below for update) 

 iii) Affordable housing – see Min 84.1 – exception apparently taken to reference to CDC 
making ‘an appeal to their social responsibility’ and clarifying, (for the first time), that the 
alternative sites had been rejected because they still favoured the Valley View site – con-
tent of article upheld as accurate and advised that CDC had been informed that the Col-
lege may well not have been fully informed about the reasons for the abandonment of Val-
ley View (see Min 131.1 below for update) 

 b) Associated proposal (see (a) above) that College content should be vetted by him prior 
to publication – The Council rejected this as both undesirable and impractical, but endorsed 
the Clerk’s agreement to providing a copy of each edition. 

 
130. VILLAGE HALL  
130.1 VHMC-sale of existing premises to Jehovah’s Witnesses-Legal transfer-Trustees’ offer of 

£2,000 to Corpus Christi College to secure release of covenant The declaration made by 
DB (see Min 120a(i) above) was duly noted and JM also declared a personal interest at the 
point when he realised that as a Churchwarden, he was a Trustee of the Church land adjoin-
ing that being sold. The Clerk advised that following the revelation that Land Agent, 
Charles Campion had apparently not received the offer from the VHMC’s solicitor sent by 
email on 30Nov06 (see also Min 129.6a(ii) above), it had been resubmitted on 06Feb07 
and that the VHMC was currently in familiar situation of awaiting a reply. The Council re-
solved, in view of its abiding interest in all Parochial matters, that a letter should be sent to 
the President of Corpus Christi College in an attempt to break this impasse. 

130.2 VHRC-relocation project – see Min 59.2 – It was noted that a preliminary enquiry had been 
made to the Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment (TOE) and that they had confirmed the 
project would be eligible to be considered for financial support in the region of £25,000. 

 
131. HOUSING 
131.1 Affordable Housing project-agreed CDC appeal to Corpus Christi College – see also Min 

129.6a(iii) above – The Meeting received and noted the Clerk’s letter to CDC, and the up-
date thereof, endorsing this course with specific recommendations for inclusion in the con-
tent as follows and he advised that despite every effort he had been unable to establish 
whether the agreed letter to Corpus Christi’s Land Agent had been sent by CDC, with 
emails to senior Officers having gone unanswered: 

 a) Financial benefit – to fully inform the extent of this 
 b) Valley View site abandonment – to explain fully the reasons for this; it had since be-

come apparent from the message from CCC’s Land Agent that they had not had these rea-
sons made clear to them and that CCC appeared to have refused the 2 alternative sites put 
forward in the hope of forcing a return to their preferred Valley View site and the Clerk 
had appraised CDC of this development 

 
132. ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
132.1 Recyclables-Materials Recycling Facilities-proposed CDC educational visit to the MRF 

used by them at Milton Keynes It was noted that visits were to be arranged in 2007/8 de-
pendent upon the success of a small group trial to be run later this month and the Council 
confirmed that it wished to maintain its expression of interest in this respect. 

132.2 Recycling site-bottle banks – see Min 15.1b/05 – It was noted that these had been fully re-
placed by new, as well as the addition of a 2nd ‘clear’ bank. 
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132.3 CDC Annual Spring Clean (supported by ENCAMS)-23Mar07 to 30Apr07 The Meeting 
confirmed the Council’s participation and the Clerk advised the attendant arrangements. 

132.4 Oxfordshire Waste Partnership – see Min 39.2 – It was noted that wef 01Apr07 this was to 
be constituted as a Joint (OCC + all 5 Districts) Committee to oversee the delivery of the 
‘No Time to Waste’ strategy. 

132.5 Caulcott Farm – (see also Min 133.1 below) – The personal interest declared by DB (see 
Min 120a(ii) above was duly noted. It was noted that local residents had expressed concern 
to CDC about recurrent weekend motor cycle sport activities taking place in the field to the 
west of the new access track and DB advised that CDC’s acknowledgement had confirmed 
that should these activities continue they would assess the sound volume to establish 
whether it constituted a statutory notice, as well as investigating any planning implications. 

 
133. PLANNING 
133.1 Caulcott Farm (D. R. Jones and Son) – see also Min 132.5 above – The personal interest 

declared by DB (see Min 120a(iii) above) was duly noted 
 a) 03/00213/F (erection of new straw building with access including closure of access to 

South Street and hardstanding)-Condition 11 (implementation of approved landscaping 
(tree and shrub planting) scheme)-part of originally scheduled landscaping area currently 
resembling a waste land dumping area 

 i) Environmental and Anti Social Behaviour legislation-request for CDC to pursue these 
remedies – It was seen that the Clerk had suggested the following possible courses of ac-
tion which was noted together with the responses as follows: 

 aa) Section 215 of Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (agreed Clean Neighbourhoods 
Enforcement Strategy) – response only that the Area Planning Officer had advised this leg-
islation would not apply to the storage of farm machinery 

 bb) Environmental Policy (pollution) as agreed /Section 4 of Prevention of Damage by Pests 
Act 1949 – response only that there was no evidence of vermin infestation 

 cc) Antisocial Behaviour Order (Crime and Disorder Partnership policy) – no response 
whatsoever 

 ii) Update – Notwithstanding (i) above, it was noted that the area in contention had now 
been completely cleared in full satisfaction of the complaint 

 b) Relocation proposals 
 i) Woodworking business 
 aa) Immediately west of The Pits (former gravel pit behind the Lower Heyford Road layby) 

It was seen from (bb) below that this was not being proceeded with at this time 
 bb) Greenway-northside (near to old allotments west of last house) – Cllr Macnamara ad-

vised he understood that a planning application in this respect had been submitted, as well 
as a second application for 2 houses on the plot next to the 4 new houses on the southside, 
with the latter being sought to provide the finance to implement the former 

 ii) Entire farm It was seen from (i)(bb) above that this was not being explored at this time 
 c) Enforcement action ENF.8/06 against operation of the woodworking business without 

planning consent – It was noted that the Enforcement Notice had been served on 30Jan07 
with compliance required by 14Jun07 and that an appeal had subsequently been lodged. 
Cllr Macnamara confirmed that appeals had in fact been lodged against the second refusal 
(06/01806/F-see Min 86.1b) as well the enforcement and that both would be dealt with at 
the same hearing. He also advised that whilst the enforcement appeal had the automatic ef-
fect of lifting the compliance date, the South Area Planning Committee had voted against 
lifting the action. 
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133.2 06/02407/F+06/02408/LB (86, Freehold Street-demolition of single storey extension and 
outbuilding and erection of single storey rear extension-erection of two storey dwelling-
change of use of covenanted land from agricultural to residential-for Peter North) It was 
noted that consent has been refused on extensive grounds of detriment to the listed build-
ing, its setting and to the Conservation Area. 

133.3 07/00032/TCA (The Coach House, Church Lane-fell 1 False Acacia-for Mrs Mostyn) It 
was noted that consent had been given. 

133.4 07/00140/TCA (Old Steam Mill Cottage, Station Road-fell 3 Leylandii trees-for Mr C. 
Cox) It was noted that the Council had raised no objections and that consent had been 
given. 

133.5 07/00169/TCA (The Coach House, Church Lane-fell 3 Silver Birch trees and 1 Hawthorn-
for Marishal Thompson and Co (acting for Lady Cristina Mostyn) The personal and preju-
dicial interest declared by JM (see Min 120b above) was duly noted, though he did not 
leave the room as the matter was not discussed. It was noted that the Council had raised no 
objections and that consent had been given. 

133.6 CDC-Home Extensions and Alterations Design Guide-public consultation draft It was 
noted that a definitive version had been agreed and that the Council’s suggestions as follow 
had been adopted with the exception of (d) and (g) 

 a) LDF – reference to forthcoming change from Local Plan to be incorporated (so that 
Guide does not become obsolete in this respect) 

 b) Planning consent needed for internal works to Listed Buildings-‘internal’ to be printed 
in bold (to emphasise little known information) 

 c) Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006-new duty to conserve biodiver-
sity to be incorporated 

 d) Loft conversions or roof extensions-to be a specific reference as such in connection with 
already featured dormer windows and rooflights – not acted upon 

 e) Classified road-to be defined in ‘Glossary’ section 
 f) DCLG-Planning a Guide for Householders-reference to be incorporated 
 g) Listed buildings and conservation areas – issue of owners not necessarily knowing that 

their property falls into these categories to be addressed – not acted upon 
 h) Minor amendments (5) to text to improve clarity 
133.7 CDC-Local Development Framework  
 a)  Inaugural bi-monthly meeting 06Mar07 – see Min 74.1e – The Chairman and Clerk who 

had attended reported on a meeting largely covering old ground concerning the LDF set-up 
and site allocations documents, apart from the 2nd village categorisation consultation (see 
(b) below), which had been introduced 

 b) Village categorisation – see Min 64.9c – The Meeting received and considered the 
Clerk’s draft of a 2nd questionnaire response to address the sharing of services and facili-
ties between villages, which was approved as follows: 

 i) Other villages with an element of dependency – Lower Heyford � Steeple Aston = 
high; Caulcott � Kirtlington = medium; Caulcott � Steeple Aston = low (all in respect of 
destination post office and shop) 

 ii) Services/facilities used by residents of other parishes – The Bell and Horse of Groom 
have such visitors, but this is more or less by choice rather than reliance, as most have an-
other pub or pubs closer 

 iii) Reliance on public transport to access services in other villages – Most people in Lower 
Heyford access facilities by car and all in Caulcott, though many people from LH walk to 
Steeple Aston to which public transport is virtually non-existent 

 iv) Services/facilities lacking and not available in nearby villages – Nothing which cannot 
be accessed reasonably nearby, but unfortunate that catchment area primary school is in 
Fritwell, when others are closer 
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 v) Further comments – Communal facilities of Village Hall (see note on previous question-
naire about impending sale) and Playing Fields are provided in Lower Heyford for the 
Parish, but are little used by the residents of Caulcott. 

133.8 OCC-Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework 
 a) Minerals and Waste Core Strategy-preferred options consultation – the Meeting re-

ceived the paper and resolved against a response. 
 b) Waste Sites Proposals and Policies Development Plan Document-Issues and Options 

consultation – The Meeting received the paper and the Clerk advised OCC was ‘looking for 
factual information rather than opinions’ and that there were no sites listed within the Par-
ish, though some for Ardley, Bletchingdon and Kirtlington, and the Council resolved 
against a response. 

133.9 SEERA-Adopted Local Plan-revised apportionment of primary land-won aggregates The 
Meeting received the following draft document consultations and resolved against a re-
sponse: 

 a) Project Plan and Statement of Public Consultation 
 b) Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 
133.10 South East England Regional Housing Board-Regional Housing Strategy Review 2007 The 

Meeting received the consultation draft document and resolved against a response. 
 
134. UPPER HEYFORD BASE 
134.1 Planning consultation 05/00312/F (offices and document storage-for Datacare Business 

Systems Ltd) (effective renewal of 03/02150/F, but for different buildings) It was noted 
that the application had been refused principally on a number of environmental grounds.  

134.2 Planning consultation 05/00416/F (renewal of 04/00650/F (storage, refurbishment, 
sales/hire of cranes and access equipment)-for Terranova Lifting Ltd) – see also Min 134.3 
below – The Clerk advised of no known progress with the outstanding routing agreement 
(also to incorporate the application at Min 134.3 below). 

134.3 Planning consultation 05/00592/F (hardstanding for storage and refurbishment of cranes 
and access equipment-for Terranova Lifting Ltd) – see Min 134.2 above 

134.4 Planning consultation 06/00833/F (renewal of 04/01690/F (car storage and distribution) 
until 27Nov07-for Walon Ltd) 

 a) Appeal against refusal – The Meeting received the Inspector’s decision letter and noted 
that the appeal had been refused largely on Conservation Area grounds 

 b) Enforcement ENF.19/06-Enforcement Notice served on 28Nov06 for compliance by 
09Jan08 – see Min 63.4 – It was noted that this had consequently (see (a) above) been reac-
tivated. 

134.5  Planning consultation 06/01533/F (renewal of 05/01269/F (storage, distribution and proc-
essing of timber and timber products)-for Boise Building Products Ltd) The Clerk advised 
of no known progress with the outstanding routing agreement. 

134.6 Planning consultation 06/02019/F (renewal of 05/01969/F (commercial storage)-for Daw-
sonrentals Ltd)-refused It was noted that consequently enforcement action (ENF.2/07) had 
been activated; that the Enforcement Notice had been served on 24Jan07 for compliance by 
06Mar08 and that an appeal had been lodged. 

134.7 Planning consultation 06/02414/F (renewal of 05/02087/F (recreational sports training for 
use by certain Olympic governing body sports and other sports)-for National Sports Train-
ing Centre Heyford Ltd) It was noted that temporary conditional consent had been granted. 

134.8 Planning consultation 06/02420/F (effective renewal of expired 05/01115/F (warehouse, 
offices and storage in rear yard)-for European Promotion Ltd) It was noted that the applica-
tion had been withdrawn by the applicant. 
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134.9 Planning consultation 07/00293/F (renewal of 06/00584/F (depot for storage and refur-
bishment of cranes)-for Terex-Demag Ltd) It was noted that the Council had raised no ob-
jections subject to the proposal causing no detriment to the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area. 

134.10 Draft Revised Comprehensive Planning Brief and Sustainability Appraisal Report It was 
noted that CDC had adopted these Development Plan Documents on 05Mar07 and that: 

 a) Council’s response (see Min 63.14c) 
 i) Heyford Station – all references to Lower Heyford Station had been duly corrected 
 ii) Other factual corrections – none had been acted upon 
 b) Car storage operation facilities – these had been retained [effectively for QEK as the 

Walon appeal refused (see Min 134.4a above)], though reduced in area and relocated away 
from the open airfield. 

134.11 Upper Heyford Base Planning Forum-18Apr07 It was agreed that RH would represent the 
Council 

 
135. CHURCH 
135.1 E-petition to Prime Minister-‘That arrangements be made for the cost of repairs to C of E 

church buildings to be reimbursed to help preserve our archaeological and historic heritage 
for the future’ The personal interest declared by DB [see Min 120a(iv)] above was noted. 
The Members duly noted the petition for personal interest and Churchwarden Macnamara 
undertook to publicise the petition in Valley News 

 
136. POLICE 
136.1 Crime and Disorder – see Min 112.1 – Reports of incidents as follows were received for the 

record: 
 a) Petrol stolen from a motor vehicle parked on Freehold Street (February) 
 b) Robbery at 40, Freehold Street-24Feb07-significant sum of cash taken from 97 year old 

resident 
 
136.2 TVP-Parish Council Police Community Support Officers briefing 24Jan07 PJ and the Clerk 

reported on a useful meeting and summarised the principal points of interest as: 
 a) PCSO recruitment – progressing and on target for completion in time for the overall im-

plementation target of 01Apr08 (see Min 28.1a) 
 b) Self-financing options – message seemed to be that while self-financing was welcomed, 

assurance was given that in any event all parishes would ultimately be assigned a PCSO. 
 c) Mobile Police Stations – see Min 88.1/03 which records that the service appeared set to 

continue, but it was withdrawn some time later without formal notification - set to return 
with 5 to be deployed in Cherwell. 

 
137. LOCAL GOVERNMENT LIAISON 
137.1 OCC Chairman’s Reception for Local Council Chairmen 27Feb07 The Chairman reported 

on an informal evening ‘drop-in’ format event at the invitation of OCC Chairman Cllr Les-
ley Legge at which there was the opportunity to talk to OCC Members and Officers as well 
as other representatives from local organisations. 

 
138. OXFORDSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 
138.1 Junior Citizens Trust The Council received a request for a donation of around £50 to sup-

port this project and resolved against. 
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139. PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION 03MAY07 The Meeting received the Clerk’s report as 
follows for information along with a nomination form and timetable for each Member: 

 a) End of current term 
 i) Chairman – term lasts until successor elected 
 ii) Vice-Chairman – immediately after election (or re-election) of Chairman 
 iii) Ordinary Members – after Sunday 6th May (whether or not re-elected) 
 b) Start of new term – Monday 7th May 
 c) Declaration of Acceptance of Office – after commencement of term all Members unable 

to act until they have signed the declaration, which must be carried out at or before the An-
nual Meeting (17May07) or after if sanctioned by that Meeting. 

 
140. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – This was confirmed as 17May07 (Annual Meeting) 
 
141. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 a) Cultivation of meadow between Churchyard and Old Schoolhouse – The Chairman ac-

knowledged that he would have a personal and prejudicial interest in the subject issue in 
view of the proximity of his residence, but wished to draw the matter to the attention of the 
Council on behalf of complainants with regard to the possible need for planning consent. 

 
The Council having no further business, the Chairman closed the formal proceedings and asked if 
the members of the public had any questions or comments and the response follows: 
 
P8/150307/1 
 Mr Jim Cheesman wished to endorse the matter raised above (see Min 141a) by the 

Chairman 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

…………………………………………….. Chairman 


